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Housing & Recovery

When people have a safe and affordable 

They spend less time in

Having a roof over your head allows people to 
focus on recovery- employment, symptom 

management, community involvement, 
opportunity, security, family, etc. 

Who is housing “ready”? EVERYONE 
Think of housing as a human right, everyone 
deserves a safe and affordable place to live. 

Applying for independent housing starts TODAY!
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Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher
• Applying is easy! Click Here for Online Application
• Request for Status Form
• 30% of income

Framingham Project Based

https://www.gosection8.com/HousingAuthority/MA/Middlesex-County/Framingham
file:///%5C%5Cadvocatesinc.org%5Cstorage%5CL%5CMH%2520Housing%5CHousing%2520Resources%5Crequestforstatus.pdf
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Applying for Section 8 Online

STEP ONE

Gosection8.com

https://www.gosection8.com/tenant/tn_register.aspx
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Applying for Section 8 Online Cont.
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Applying for Section 8 Online Cont.
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Applying for Section 8 Online Cont.
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Applying for Section 8 Online Cont.
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Section 8 Application

• Click Here to Check 
Income Limits 

• $26,850
• SORI
• CORI

Two ways to apply for a 
Federal Section 8 Voucher:
1) Centralized Waiting List
2) Regional Administrating 

Agency (RAA):
masshousinginfo.org/

Centralized Waiting List

RAA

CHAMP

ExplanatioExplanatio

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/il/il2020/select_Geography.odn
https://www.masshousinginfo.org/
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Public Housing/Project Based
• CHAMP
• Contacting Individual Housing Projects for Federal Housing

Woohooo! It only 
took 2-5 years and 

now I have 
subsidized housing!
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Common Housing Application for 
Massachusetts Public-Housing

• CHAMP is the website where you can 
apply for state-aided public housing.

• Over 220+ options for housing for adults 
with disabilities

CLICK HERE
Link to CHAMP

https://publichousingapplication.ocd.state.ma.us/signup/
https://publichousingapplication.ocd.state.ma.us/signup/
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Additional Resources for Public Housing

Mass Access Housing Registry- Click Here for link
• Section 8/subsidized housing
• Not kept up to date

PublicHousing.Com- Click Here for link
• Website provides lists of subsidized properties by town
• Most will have a waitlist

Masshousing.com- Click Here for link 
• Website provides lists of subsidized properties by town
• Most will have a waitlist

Hud.gov- Click Here for link

http://www.massaccesshousingregistry.org/index.php/
http://www.publichousing.com/state/massachusetts
https://www.masshousing.com/portal/server.pt/community/rental_housing/240/rental_housing_home
http://www.hud.gov/apps/section8/index.cfm
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Mass Rental Voucher Program/Alternative 
Housing Voucher Program

MRVP
• Chapter 707 Program
• Tenant & Project based vouchers
• Tenant pays 35%-40%
• 2,100 Mobile and 3,000 Project Based
• Eligibility is based on income that does not 

exceed 80% of Area Median 
AHVP
• Established in 1995 
• ~500 mobile vouchers
• Applicants can apply by directly contacting 

any of the 24 issuing administering 
agencies that have received an allocation of 
AHVP vouchers

Click Here for MRVP 
Application

Click Here for AHVP
Application

https://www.mass.gov/doc/mrvp-application-form-english/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/ahvp-application-english/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/ahvp-application-english/download
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Tracking Applications
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Documents Needed to Apply for 
Housing

• Birth certificate (issued by the city/town with 
seal)

• Social Security card
• Photo identification
• Verification of Income type and amount
• Housing history for the last  3-5 years
• Certification of disability or homelessness
• Out of pocket medical expenses
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Poll & Questions?
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Eviction Help
https://www.mass.gov/covid-19-getting-help-with-
housing-costs

What eviction protections are provided under the 
CDC moratorium?
When the state moratorium expired on October 17, a federal 
moratorium established by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) became effective in Massachusetts. 
Through December, the CDC moratorium will prevent 
evictions for non-payment for qualified tenants who submit a 
written declaration to their landlord. Courts will accept eviction 
filings and process cases, and may enter judgments, but will 
not issue an order of execution (the court order that allows a 
landlord to evict a tenant) until after the expiration of the CDC 
order. Protection is limited to households who meet certain 
income and vulnerability criteria. Declaration may be found 
here, and in a number of additional languages.

CALL 211 
for more 

info! 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/declaration-form.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/covid_19_resources/resident_declaration_form-other_languages
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RAFT & ERMA

Emergency Rental and 
Mortgage Assistance 
Program (ERMA)
~$4000 per household

Residential Assistance for 
Families in Transition (RAFT)
~$10,000 per household

Declaration Form:
HALT IN EVICTIONS TO PREVENT FURTHER SPREAD OF 
COVID-19
• Time is of the essence – there is funding available 

NOW and the earlier households apply for aid, the 
quicker they will receive it.
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Housing Preservation
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Housing Preservation
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Landlord Questions

Tenant:
What do you do for work?
What type of disability?
What is your rental history?
Do you smoke?
Do you have money for first, last, & 
Security?

I don’t work with vouchers, sorry. 

Preparing for Showings:
• Dress to impress
• Show up on time
• Encourage people to 

hold off on smoking
• Be friendly and polite
• Be prepared to complete 

a rental application
• Bring a checkbook or 

money order
• Ask questions about 

lease terms
• Role play on car ride 
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Reporting Discrimination

• The Fair Housing Act
• Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination

v (617) 994-6000
• Civil Rights Division

v (617) 727-2200 

•Race
•Color
•Religious creed
•National origin
•Ancestry
•Sex
•Marital status
•Veteran status
•Age
•Handicap/disability
•Gender Identity
•Sexual orientation
•Children
•Public assistance
•Children/Lead Paint
•Section 8 voucher holder

http://www.justice.gov/crt/fair-housing-act-1
http://www.mass.gov/ago/consumer-resources/your-rights/civil-rights/disability-rights/fair-housing.html
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Reasonable Accommodation

• What is reasonable accommodation? 
• Financial or Administrative Burden 
• 10+ units



www.Advocates.org 23

Questions?


